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English 2 

 

Summer Reading 2013 

 

 
 

 

Directions: Choose one of the following novels to read over the summer. Analyze all the 

important literary elements of the work, including: 

 

1) Characterization 

2) Setting 

3) Plot 

4) Theme 

5) Style and Tone 

 

• Take notes while reading.  

 

Be prepared to take a test on your book the day you return to school: 

Wednesday September 4th, 2013 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The Rescue by Nicholas Sparks 

 

Denise Holden's life is a fragile mix of luck and hard work. A single mom 

of a speech-delayed son, Denise makes ends meet by moving to the small 

town of Edenton, North Carolina, and working the late shift as a waitress. 

When Denise crashes her car and her son Kyle flees the accident and 

disappears into the storm, her only stroke of luck is the quick arrival of 

Taylor McAden, a volunteer fireman. Taylor's got a knack for fixing 

people, and he can't help wanting to be involved with Denise beyond the 

initial rescue of Kyle. 

 

As Taylor helps Denise recover from the accident and get to know the 

town, they discover a sweet bond and a magical chemistry that pulls 

them closer and closer. Though Taylor fits perfectly into Denise's family, 

he's unable to open his heart to being loved by her. As Taylor struggles to 

understand his conflicting desires, Denise questions the wisdom of 

gambling with Kyle's and her own emotions. 

 

 

 



Lodi High School—Language Arts—Summer Reading Page 2 of 3 

 

 
 

The Eyes of the Dragon by Stephen King 

 

A kingdom is in turmoil as the old king dies and his successor must do 

battle for the throne. Pitted against an evil wizard and a would-be rival, 

Prince Peter makes a daring escape and rallies the forces of Good to fight 

for what is rightfully his. This is a masterpiece of classic dragons-and-

magic fantasy that only Stephen King could have written! 

 

 

A Child Called It by Dave Pelzer 

 

This book chronicles the unforgettable account of one of the most severe 

child abuse cases in California history. It is the story of Dave Pelzer, who 

was brutally beaten and starved by his emotionally unstable, alcoholic 

mother: a mother who played tortuous, unpredictable games--games that 

left him nearly dead. He had to learn how to play his mother's games in 

order to survive because she no longer considered him a son, but a slave; 

and no longer a boy, but an "it." 

 

Dave's bed was an old army cot in the basement, and his clothes were 

torn and raunchy. When his mother allowed him the luxury of food, it 

was nothing more than spoiled scraps that even the dogs refused to eat. 

The outside world knew nothing of his living nightmare. He had nothing 

or no one to turn to, but his dreams kept him alive--dreams of someone 

taking care of him, loving him and calling him their son. 

 

 

House Rules by Jodi Picoult 

 

Jacob Hunt is a teen with Asperger’s syndrome. He’s hopeless at reading 

social cues or expressing himself well to others, though he is brilliant in 

many ways. But he has a special focus on one subject—forensic analysis. 

A police scanner in his room clues him in to crime scenes, and he’s 

always showing up and telling the cops what to do. And he’s usually right. 

 

But when Jacob’s small hometown is rocked by a terrible murder, law 

enforcement comes to him. Jacob’s behaviors are hallmark Asperger’s, 

but they look a lot like guilt to the local police. Suddenly the Hunt family, 

who only want to fit in, are directly in the spotlight. For Jacob’s mother, 

Emma, it’s a brutal reminder of the intolerance and misunderstanding 

that always threaten her family. And over this small family, the soul-

searing question looms: Did Jacob commit murder? 
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The 39 Deaths of Adam Strand by Gregory Galloway 
Adam Strand isn’t depressed. He’s just bored. Disaffected. So he kills 

himself—39 times. No matter the method, Adam can’t seem to stay dead; he 

awakes after each suicide alive and physically unharmed, more determined 

to succeed and undeterred by others’ concerns. But when his self-contained, 

self-absorbed path is diverted, Adam is struck by the reality that life is an 

ever-expanding web of impact and forged connections, and that nothing—

not even death—can sever those bonds. 

 

 
 

For One More Day by Mitch Albom 

 

"This is a story about a family and, as there is a ghost involved, you might 

call it a ghost story. But every family is a ghost story. The dead sit at our 

tables long after they have gone." So begins For One More Day, a novel by 

the author of Tuesdays with Morrie and The Five People You Meet in 

Heaven. This slender fable poses a simple yet almost infinitely resonant 

question: What would you do if you could spend one more day with a lost 

loved one? Charley Benetto's miraculous reunion with his deceased 

mother offers him -- and us -- a springboard into possibilities. A fiction 

that seems palpably real. 

 

 


