BOOK CLUB 2024 READING LIST
6:30PM-7:30pm at the Lodi Memorial Library: director@lodi.bccls.org for more info

Tuesday, January 9, 2024
The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton - 384pages
The Age of Innocence» tells the story of a forthcoming society wedding, and the threat to the

‘Aot happy couple from the appearance in their midst of an exotic and beautiful femme fatale, a
cousin of the bride. Newland Archer is a distinguished lawyer looking forward to his marriage to
- shy, lovely, sheltered May Welland. But when he meets Countess Ellen Olenska, scandalously
separated from her European husband, a Polish count, he falls hopelessly in love and blights his
@8 marriage to May by failing to break off his relationship with the countess. Meanwhile, in a typical
\ | Wharton twist, Newland Archer's bride may be timid, but she is determined to marry her fiance
and uses all the power of New York society to bring him to heel.

Tuesday, February 13, 2024

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus - 400 pages

Set in 1960’s California, this blockbuster debut is the hilarious, idiosyncratic and uplifting story
of a female scientist whose career is constantly derailed by the idea that a woman's place is in
the home, only to find herself starring as the host of America's most beloved TV cooking show
Supper at Six. . Elizabeth's singular approach to cooking (take one pint of H,O and add a pinch of
sodium chloride) and independent example are proving revolutionary. Because Elizabeth isn't
just teaching women how to cook, she's teaching them how to change the status quo.
Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and studded with a dazzling cast of supporting
characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as original and vibrant as its protagonist.

Six Years by Harlan Coben -368 pages

Six years have passed since Jake Sanders watched Natalie, the love of his life, marry another man.
Six years of hiding a broken heart by throwing himself into his career as a college professor. Six
years of keeping his promise to leave Natalie alone, and six years of tortured dreams of her life
with her new husband, Todd. But six years haven't come close to extinguishing his feelings, and
when Jake comes across Todd's obituary, he can't keep himself away from the funeral. There he
gets the glimpse of Todd's wife he's hoping for ... but she is not Natalie. Whoever the mourning
widow is, she's been married to Todd for more than a decade, and with that fact everything Jake
thought he knew about the best time of his life--a time he has never gotten over--is turned
completely inside out. As Jake searches for the truth, his picture-perfect memories of Natalie
begin to unravel. Mutual friends of the couple either can't be found or don't remember Jake. No one has seen
Natalie in years. Jake's search for the woman who broke his heart, and who lied to him. soon puts his very life at
risk as it dawns on him that the man he has become may be based on carefully constructed fiction.



mailto:director@lodi.bccls.org

BOOK CLUB 2024 READING LIST
6:30PM-7:30pm at the Lodi Memorial Library: director@lodi.bccls.org for more info

Tuesday, April 9, 2024

VR BN ORIz R0l 100 Year Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson -
Truk 384 pages
=ar-o MANEE - After g long and eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in a nursing home, believing it to be his last

=S stop. The only problem is that he's still in good health, and in one day, he turns 100. A big
celebration is in the works, but Allan really isn't interested (and he'd like a bit more control
over his vodka consumption). So he decides to escape. He climbs out the window in his slippers
and embarks on a hilarious and entirely unexpected journey, involving, among other surprises,
a suitcase stuffed with cash, some unpleasant criminals, a friendly hot-dog stand operator, and
an elephant. It would be the adventure of a lifetime for anyone else, but Allan has a larger-than-
life backstory: Not only has he witnessed some of the most important events of the twentieth
century, but he has actually played a key role in them. Starting out in munitions as a boy, he somehow finds himself
involved in many of the key enents of the twentieth century and travels the world, sharing meals and more with
everyone from Stalin, Churchill, and Truman to Mao, Franco, and de Gaulle. Quirky and utterly unique, The 100-
Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared has charmed readers across the world.

] 10,

Tuesday, May 14, 2024
= The Thusday Murder Club by Richard Osman- 355 pages
RiCHARD In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet weekly in the Jigsaw Room to

discuss unsolved crimes; together they call themselves The Thursday Murder Club. There's
Red Ron, the infamous former socialist firebrand, still causing trouble; gentle Joyce,
widowed, pining for another resident, but surely not as innocent as she seems; lbrahim, a
former therapist who understands the darker side of human nature; and Elizabeth. Well, no
one is quite sure who she really is, but she's definitely not a woman to underestimate. When a
local developer is found dead, the Thursday Murder Club suddenly finds themselves in the
middle of their first live case. The friends might be septuagenarians, but they are cleverer
than most. Can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer before it’s too late?

Tuesday, June 11, 2024

The Secret Life of Sunflowers by Marta Molnar -351 pages
When Hollywood auctioneer Emsley Wilson finds her famous grandmother's diary while cleaning
out her New York brownstone, the pages are full of surprises. The first surprise is, the diary isn't
her grandmother's. It belongs to Johanna Bonger, Vincent van Gogh's sister-in-law. Johanna
inherited Vincent van Gogh's paintings. They were all she had, and they weren't worth anything.
She was a 28 year old widow with a baby in the 1800s, without any means of supporting herself,

- living in Paris where she barely spoke the language. Yet she managed to introduce Vincent's legacy
LA :é,‘ oF \ to the world. The inspiration couldn't come at a better time for Emsley. With her business failing,
e N an unexpected love turning up in her life, and family secrets unraveling, can she find answers in
SUNFLOWERS | e

MARTA MOLNAR
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Tuesday, July 9, 2024

SEVEN-HUSBA

- =
EVELYN HUGD

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid -391 pages

Aging and reclusive Hollywood movie icon Evelyn Hugo is finally ready to tell the truth about
her glamorous and scandalous life. But when she chooses unknown magazine reporter Monique
Grant for the job, no one in the journalism community is more astounded than Monique herself.
Regardless of why Evelyn has chosen her to write her biography, Monique is determined to use
this opportunity to jumpstart her career. Summoned to Evelyn's Upper East Side apartment,
Monique listens as Evelyn unfurls her story: from making her way to Los Angeles in the 1950s to
her decision to leave show business in the late 80s, and, of course, the seven husbands along the
way. As Evelyn's life unfolds, revealing a ruthless ambition, an unexpected friendship, and a
great forbidden love, Monique begins to feel a very a real connection to the actress. But as

Evelyn's story catches up with the present, it becomes clear that her life intersects with Monique's own in tragic
and irreversible ways.

Tuesday, August 13, 2024

Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow by Gabrielle Zevin -401 pages

On a bitter-cold day, in the December of his junior year at Harvard, Sam Masur exits a subway car
and sees, amid the hordes of people waiting on the platform, Sadie Green. He calls her name. For
a moment, she pretends she hasn’t heard him, but then, she turns, and a game begins: a
legendary collaboration that will launch them to stardom.

These friends, intimates since childhood, borrow money, beg favors, and, before even graduating
college, they have created their first blockbuster video game. Overnight, the world is theirs.
Spanning thirty years, from Cambridge, Massachusetts, to Venice Beach, California, and lands in
between and far beyond, Gabrielle Zevin’s Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow examines
the multifarious nature of identity, disability, failure, the redemptive possibilities in play, and

above all, our need to connect: to be loved and to love.

Tuesday, September 10, 2024

LYNDA RUTLEDGE

il
2

West with Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge -356 pages

Few true friends have I known and two were giraffes ... ' Woodrow Wilson Nickel, age 105, feels
his life ebbing away. But when he learns giraffes are going extinct, he finds himself recalling the
unforgettable experience he cannot take to his grave. It's 1938. The Great Depression lingers.
Hitler is threatening Europe, and world-weary Americans long for wonder. They find it in two
giraffes who miraculously survive a hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. What follows is a
twelve-day road trip in a custom truck to deliver Southern California’s first giraffes to the San
Diego Zoo. Inspired by true events, the tale weaves real-life figures with fictional ones, including
the world's first female zoo director, a crusty old man with a past, a young female photographer
with a secret, and assorted reprobates as spotty as the giraffes. Part adventure, part historical

saga, and part coming-of-age love story, West with Giraffes explores what it means to be changed by the grace of
animals, the kindness of strangers, the passing of time, and a story told before it's too late.
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Tuesday, October 8, 2024

"B The It Girl by Ruth Ware -422 pages
ﬂﬂ.’ April Clarke-Cliveden was the first person Hannah Jones met at Oxford. Vivacious, bright,

K occasionally vicious, and the ultimate “It girl”, she quickly pulled Hannah into her dazzling orbit.
Together, they cultivated a group of devoted and inseparable friends -- Will, Hugh, Ryan, and
Emily -- during their first term. By the end of the year, April was dead. Now, a decade later,
Hannah and Will are expecting their first child, and the man convicted of killing April, former
Oxford porter John Neville, has died in prison. Hannah is relieved to have finally put the past
behind her, but her world is rocked when a young journalist comes knocking and presents new
evidence that Neville may have been innocent. As Hannah reconnects with old friends and delves
deeper into the mystery of April's death, she realizes that the friends she thought she knew all have something to
hide ... including a murder.

Tuesday, November 12, 2024

The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams -373 pages

Aleisha is a bright but anxious teenager working at the local library for the summer when she
discovers a crumpled-up piece of paper in the back of To Kill a Mockingbird. It’s a list of novels
< that she’s never heard of before. Intrigued, and a little bored with her slow job at the checkout
desk, she impulsively decides to read every book on the list, one after the other. As each story
gives up its magic, the books transport Aleisha from the painful realities she’s facing at home.

Widower Mukesh lives a quiet life in Wembley, in West London after losing his beloved wife. He
shops every Wednesday, goes to Temple, and worries about his granddaughter, Priya, who hides
in her room reading while he spends his evenings watching nature documentaries. When Mukesh arrives at the
library, desperate to forge a connection with his bookworm granddaughter, Aleisha passes along the reading
list...hoping that it will be a lifeline for him too. Slowly, the shared books create a connection between two lonely
souls, as fiction helps them escape their grief and everyday troubles and find joy again.
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Tuesday, December 10, 2024

Surprise Me by Sophie Kinsella - 416 pages

N After being together for ten years, Sylvie and Dan have all the trimmings of a happy life and
RLS marriage; they have a comfortable home, fulfilling jobs, beautiful twin girls, and communicate so

—" .~ seamlessly, they finish each other's sentences. However, when their doctor predicts they will live
ME' another 68 years together, panic sets in. They never expected "until death do us part" to mean

Srs seven decades. In the name of marriage survival, they quickly concoct a plan to keep their

- relationship fresh and exciting: they will create little surprises for each other so that their
(extended) years together will never become boring. But in their pursuit to execute Project
Surprise Me, mishaps arise and secrets are uncovered that start to threaten the very foundation
of their unshakable bond. When a scandal from the past is revealed that question some important untold truths,
they begin to wonder if they ever really knew each other after all. With a colorful, eccentric cast of characters,
razor-sharp observations, and her signature wit and charm, Sophie Kinsella crafts a humorous, yet thoughtful
portrait of a marriage and shines a light on the danger of not looking past the many layers of the ones you love to
discover how infinitely fascinating--and surprising--they truly are

Tuesday, January 14, 2025

e Cannery Row by John Steinbeck - 191 pages

Unburdened by the material necessities of the more fortunate, the denizens of Cannery Row
discover rewards unknown in more traditional society. Henry the painter sorts through junk lots
for pieces of wood to incorporate into the boat he is building, while the girls from Dora Flood's
bordello venture out now and then to enjoy a bit of sunshine. Lee Chong stocks his grocery with
almost anything a man could want, and Doc, a young marine biologist who ministers to sick
puppies and unhappy souls, unexpectedly finds true love. Cannery Row is just a few blocks long,
but the story it harbors is suffused with warmth, understanding, and a great fund of human

JOHN STEINBECK R

First published in 1945, Cannery Row focuses on the acceptance of life as it is--both the exuberance of community
and the loneliness of the individual. John Steinbeck draws on his memories of the real inhabitants of Monterey,
California, and interweaves their stories in this world where only the fittest survive--creating what is at once one of
his most humorous and poignant works. In Cannery Row, John Steinbeck returns to the setting of Tortilla Flat to
create another evocative portrait of life as it is lived by those who unabashedly put the highest value on the
intangibles--human warmth, camaraderie, and love.
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