
BOOK CLUB 2023 READING LIST
6:30PM-7:30pm at the Lodi Memorial Library: director@lodi.bccls.org for more info

Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott – 515 pages
For generations, children around the world have come of age with Louisa May Alcott's March girls:
hardworking eldest sister Meg, headstrong, impulsive Jo, timid Beth, and precocious Amy. With
their father away at war, and their loving mother Marmee working to support the family, the four
sisters have to rely on one another for support as they endure the hardships of wartime and
poverty. We witness the sisters growing up and figuring out what role each wants to play in the
world, and, along the way, join them on countless unforgettable adventures. Readers young and old
will fall in love with this beloved classic, at once a lively portrait of nineteenth-century family life

and a feminist novel about young women defying society's expectations.

Tuesday, February 14, 2023

All Her Little Secrets by Wanda M. Morris – 374 pages
Ellice Littlejohn seemingly has it all: an Ivy League law degree, a well-paying job as a corporate
attorney in midtown Atlanta, great friends, and a "for fun" relationship with a rich, charming
executive, who just happens to be her white boss. But everything changes one cold January
morning when Ellice arrives in the executive suite and finds him dead with a gunshot to his head.
And then she walks away as nothing has happened. Why? Ellice has been keeping a cache of dark
secrets, including a small-town past and a kid brother who's spent time on the other side of the
law. She can't be thrust into the spotlight, again. But instead of grieving this tragedy, people are
gossiping, the police are getting suspicious, and Ellice, the company's lone black attorney, is

promoted to replace her boss. While the opportunity is a dream come true, Ellice just can't shake the feeling that
something is off. When she uncovers shady dealings inside the company, Ellice is trapped in an impossible ethical
and moral dilemma. Suddenly, Ellice's past and present lives collide as she launches into a pulse-pounding race to
protect the brother she tried to save years ago and stop a conspiracy far more sinister than she could have ever
imagined..

Tuesday, March 14, 2023

In the Shadow of the Empress by Nancy Goldstone-616 pages
The vibrant, sprawling saga of Empress Maria Theresa—one of the most renowned women
rulers in history—and three of her extraordinary daughters.  Unfolding against an irresistible
backdrop of brilliant courts from Vienna to Versailles, embracing the exotic lure of Naples and
Sicily, this epic history of Maria Theresa and her daughters is a tour de force of desire,
adventure, ambition, treachery, sorrow, and glory. Each of these women's lives was packed
with passion and heart-stopping suspense. Maria Theresa inherited her father's thrones at the
age of twenty-three and was immediately attacked on all sides by foreign powers confident
that a woman would to be too weak to defend herself. Maria Christina, a gifted artist who

alone among her sisters succeeded in marrying for love, would face the same dangers that destroyed the
monarchy in France. Resourceful Maria Carolina would usher in the golden age of Naples only to face the
deadly whirlwind of Napoleon. And, finally, Marie Antoinette, the doomed queen whose stylish excesses and
captivating notoriety have masked the truth about her husband and herself for two hundred and fifty years.
Vividly written and deeply researched, In the Shadow of the Empress is the riveting story of four exceptional
women who changed the course of history.
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Tuesday, April 11, 2023

The Latecomer by Jean Hanff Korelitz – 439 pages
The Latecomer is the story of three siblings, desperate to escape one another, and the upending of
their family by the late arrival of a fourth. The Oppenheimer triplets have been reared with every
advantage: wealth, education, and the determined attention of at least one of their parents. But
neither Harrison (the smart one), Lewyn (the weird one) nor Sally (the girl) suspects the
devastating event that first set their family in motion, or understands how fully it has already
formed them. Now, on the verge of their departure
for college and desperate to escape one another at last, the triplets are forced to contend with an
unexpected complication: a fourth Oppenheimer sibling, formerly a leftover embryo from their

own long ago in vitro genesis, has just been born. What has possessed their parents to make such an unfathomable
decision? How can the triplets begin to imagine the impact this unwanted latecomer will have on their lives, and the
ways she will work to bring them home? The Latecomer is a tender and witty family story from an accomplished
author, known for the depth of her character studies and her love of a plot twist

Tuesday, May 16, 2023
The Gold Coast by Nelson DeMille – 500 pages
Welcome to the fabled Gold Coast, that stretch on the North Shore of Long Island that once held
the greatest concentration of wealth and power in America. Here two men are destined for an
explosive collision: John Sutter, Wall Street lawyer, holding fast to a fading aristocratic legacy; and
Frank Bellarosa, the Mafia don who seizes his piece of the staid and unprepared Gold Coast like a
latter-day barbarian chief and draws Sutter and his regally beautiful wife, Susan, into his violent
world. Told from Sutter's sardonic and often hilarious point of view, and laced with sexual passion
and suspense, The Gold Coast is Nelson DeMille's captivating story of friendship and seduction,
love and betrayal.

Tuesday, June 13, 2023

Black Cake by Charmaine Wilkerson – 385 pages
In this moving debut novel, two estranged siblings must set aside their differences to deal with
their mother's death and her hidden past--a journey of discovery that takes them from the
Caribbean to London to California and ends with her famous black cake. In present-day California,
Eleanor Bennett's death leaves behind a puzzling inheritance for her two children, Byron and
Benny: a traditional Caribbean black cake, made from a family recipe with a long history, and a
voice recording. In her message, Eleanor shares a tumultuous story about a headstrong young
swimmer who escapes her island home under suspicion of murder. The heartbreaking journey
Eleanor unfolds, the secrets she still holds back, and the mystery of a long-lost child, challenge

everything the siblings thought they knew about their family, and themselves. Can Byron and Benny reclaim their
once-close relationship, piece together Eleanor's true history, and fulfill her final request to 'share the black cake
when the time is right?
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Tuesday, July 11, 2023

The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon – 486 pages
Barcelona, 1945--just after the war, a great world city lies in shadow, nursing its wounds, and a
boy named Daniel awakes on his eleventh birthday to find that he can no longer remember his
mother's face. To console his only child, Daniel's widowed father, an antiquarian book dealer,
initiates him into the secret of the Cemetery of Forgotten Books, a library tended by Barcelona's
guild of rare-book dealers as a repository for books forgotten by the world, waiting for someone
who will care about them again. Daniel's father coaxes him to choose a volume from the spiraling
labyrinth of shelves, one that, it is said, will have a special meaning for him. And Daniel so loves
the novel he selects, The Shadow of the Wind by one Julian Carax, that he sets out to find the rest

of Carax's work. To his shock, he discovers that someone has been systematically destroying every copy of every
book this author has written. In fact, he may have the last one in existence. Before Daniel knows it his seemingly
innocent quest has opened a door into one of Barcelona's darkest secrets -  an epic story of murder, magic, madness
and doomed love. And before long he realizes that if he doesn't find out the truth about Julian Carax, he and those
closest to him will suffer horribly.

Tuesday, August 8, 2023

Jacqueline in Paris by Ann Mah – 342 pages
From the bestselling author of The Lost Vintage, a rare and dazzling portrait of Jacqueline
Bouvier’s college year abroad in postwar Paris, an intimate and electrifying story of love and
betrayal, and the coming-of-age of an American icon – before the world knew her as Jackie.
In September 1949 Jacqueline Bouvier arrives in postwar Paris to begin her junior year abroad.
She’s twenty years old, socially poised but financially precarious, and all too aware of her
mother’s expectations that she make a brilliant match. Before relenting to family pressure, she
has one year to herself far away from sleepy Vassar College and the rigid social circles of New
York, a year to explore and absorb the luminous beauty of the City of Light. Jacqueline is
immediately catapulted into an intoxicating new world of champagne and châteaux, art and

avant-garde theater, cafés and jazz clubs. She strikes up a romance with a talented young writer who shares her
love of literature and passion for culture – even though her mother would think him most unsuitable.  Evocative,
sensitive, and rich in historic detail, Jacqueline in Paris portrays the origin story of an American icon.

Tuesday, September 12, 2023

Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver – 548 pages
Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, the story of a boy born to a teenaged single mother
in a single-wide trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father's good looks and copper-colored
hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. In a plot that never pauses for breath, relayed in
his own unsparing voice, he braves the modern perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools,
athletic success, addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses. Through all of it, he reckons with
his own invisibility in a popular culture where even the superheroes have abandoned rural people
in favor of cities. Based on Dickens David Copperfield.
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Tuesday, October 10, 2023

The Paris Showroom by Juliet Blackwell – 451 pages
In Nazi-occupied Paris, a talented artisan must fight for her life by designing for her enemies.
Capucine Benoit works alongside her father to produce fans of rare feathers, beads, and intricate
pleating for the haute couture fashion houses. But after the Germans invade Paris in June 1940,
Capucine and her father must focus on mere survival-until they are betrayed to the secret police and
arrested for his political beliefs. When Capucine saves herself from deportation to Auschwitz by
highlighting her connections to Parisian design houses, she is sent to a little-known prison camp

located in the heart of Paris, within the Lévitan department store. There, hundreds of prisoners work to sort
through, repair, and put on display the massive quantities of art, furniture, and household goods looted from Jewish
homes and businesses. Forced to wait on German officials and their wives and mistresses, Capucine struggles to
hold her tongue in order to survive, remembering happier days spent in the art salons, ateliers, and jazz clubs of
Montmartre in the 1920s. Capucine's estranged daughter, Mathilde, remains in the care of her conservative paternal
grandparents, who are prospering under the Nazi occupation. But after her mother is arrested and then a childhood
friend goes missing, the usually obedient Mathilde finds herself drawn into the shadowy world of Paris's Résistance
fighters. As her mind opens to new ways of looking at the world, Mathilde also begins to see her unconventional
mother in a different light. When an old acquaintance arrives to go "shopping" at the Lévitan department store on
the arm of a Nazi officer and secretly offers to help Capucine get in touch with Mathilde, this seeming act of
kindness could have dangerous consequences

Tuesday, November 14, 2023

Boys from Biloxi by John Grisham-432 pages
For most of the last hundred years, Biloxi was known for its beaches, resorts, and seafood industry.
But it had a darker side. It was also notorious for corruption and vice, everything from gambling,
prostitution, bootleg liquor, and drugs to contract killings. The vice was controlled by small cabal of
mobsters, many of them rumored to be members of the Dixie Mafia. Keith Rudy and Hugh Malco
grew up in Biloxi in the sixties and were childhood friends, as well as Little League all-stars. But as
teenagers, their lives took them in different directions. Keith's father became a legendary prosecutor,

determined to "clean up the Coast." Hugh's father became the "Boss" of Biloxi's criminal underground. Keith went
to law school and followed in his father's footsteps. Hugh preferred the nightlife and worked in his father's clubs.
The two families were headed for a showdown, one that would happen in a courtroom. Life itself hangs in the
balance in The Boys from Biloxi, a sweeping saga rich with history and with a large cast of unforgettable characters.
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Tuesday, December 12, 2023

The Measure by Nikki Erlick – 352 pages
Eight ordinary people. One extraordinary choice. It seems like any other day. You wake up, pour a
cup of coffee, and head out. But today, when you open your front door, waiting for you is a small
wooden box. This box holds your fate inside: the answer to the exact number of years you will live.
From suburban doorsteps to desert tents, every person on every continent receives the same box.
In an instant, the world is thrust into a collective frenzy. Where did these boxes come from? What
do they mean? Is there truth to what they promise? As society comes together and pulls apart,
everyone faces the same shocking choice: Do they wish to know how long they'll live? And, if so,

what will they do with that knowledge? The Measure charts the dawn of this new world through an unforgettable
cast of characters whose decisions and fates interweave with one another: best friends whose dreams are forever
entwined, pen pals finding refuge in the unknown, a couple who thought they didn't have to rush, a doctor who
cannot save himself, and a politician whose box becomes the powder keg that ultimately changes everything.

Tuesday, January 9, 2024

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton – 384pages
The Age of Innocence» tells the story of a forthcoming society wedding, and the threat to the
happy couple from the appearance in their midst of an exotic and beautiful femme fatale, a cousin
of the bride. Newland Archer is a distinguished lawyer looking forward to his marriage to shy,
lovely, sheltered May Welland. But when he meets Countess Ellen Olenska, scandalously separated
from her European husband, a Polish count, he falls hopelessly in love and blights his marriage to
May by failing to break off his relationship with the countess. Meanwhile, in a typical Wharton
twist, Newland Archer's bride may be timid, but she is determined to marry her fiance and uses
all the power of New York society to bring him to heel.
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