BOOK CLUB 2022 READING LIST
6:30PM-7:30pm at the Lodi Memorial Library: director@lodi.bccls.org for more info

Tuesday, January 11, 2022

_"3‘ | Z¥  American Dirt by Jeanine Cummings - 380 pages
o E% eﬁl‘ Lydia Quixano Perez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco. She runs a bookstore. She has a son, Luca,
)ET ‘ L‘ ,_i the love of her life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while there are cracks

< m'h]:——f beginning to show in Acapulco because of the drug cartels, her life is, by and large, fairly comfortable.
R‘l == Even though she knows they'll never sell, Lydia stocks some of her all-time favorite books in her
“jwwe jonnins store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse and comes up to the register with four
ke ’ ¥ pooks he would like to buy-two of them her favorites. Javier is erudite. He is charming. And,
unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the city. When
Lydia's husband's tell-all profile of Javier is published, none of their lives will ever be the same. Forced to flee,
Lydia and eight-year-old Luca soon find themselves miles and worlds away from their comfortable middle-class
existence. Instantly transformed into migrants, Lydia and Luca ride la bestia-trains that make their way north
toward the United States, which is the only place Javier's reach doesn't extend. As they join the countless people
trying to reach el norte, Lydia soon sees that everyone is running from something. But what exactly are they
running to? American Dirt will leave readers utterly changed when they finish reading it. A page-turner filled with
poignancy, drama, and humanity on every page, it is a literary achievement.

Tuesday, February 8, 2022

Good Eggs by Rebecca Hardiman-323 pages

When Kevin Gogarty's irrepressible eighty-three-year-old mother, Millie, is caught shoplifting yet
again, he has no choice but to hire a caretaker to keep an eye on her. Kevin, recently unemployed, is
already at his wits' end tending to a full house while his wife travels to exotic locales for work,
leaving him solo with his sulky, misbehaved teenaged daughter, Aideen, whose troubles escalate

- when she befriends the campus rebel at her new boarding school. Into the Gogarty fray steps Sylvia,
E— Millie's upbeat home aide, who appears at first to be their saving grace--until she catapults the
Gogarty clan into their greatest crisis yet.

Tuesday, March 8, 2022

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks-372 pages

Inspired by a true story, People of the Book is a novel of sweeping historical grandeur and intimate
emotional intensity by an acclaimed and beloved author. Called “a tour de force” by the San Francisco
Chronicle, this ambitious, electrifying work traces the harrowing journey of the famed Sarajevo
Haggadah, a beautifully illuminated Hebrew manuscript created in fifteenth-century Spain. When it
falls to Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, to conserve this priceless work, the series of
tiny artifacts she discovers in its ancient binding—an insect wing fragment, wine stains, salt crystals,
a white hair—only begin to unlock its deep mysteries and unexpectedly plunges Hanna into the intrigues of fine art
forgers and ultranationalist fanatics.

Tuesday, April 12,2022

Still Life by Louise Penny - 337 pages

Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Surete du Quebec and his team of investigators are called in
to the scene of a suspicious death in a rural village south of Montreal. Jane Neal, a local fixture in the
tiny hamlet of Three Pines, just north of the U.S. border, has been found dead in the woods. The locals
are certain it's a tragic hunting accident and nothing more, but Gamache smells something foul in
these remote woods, and is soon certain that Jane Neal died at the hands of someone much more
sinister than a careless bow hunter.
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Tuesday, May 10, 2022

The Ground Beneath Her Feet by Salman Rushdie - 575 pages
The romance of two Indian musicians who form a band. He is Ormus, a composer, she is Vina, an
American-raised singer, and their romance plays out across continents, parallel universes and
(1] 4* different lives-- she dying and returning for a second life.
) The internationally acclaimed, Booker Prize-winning author's storytelling shines in this epic love
story, a modern retelling of the myth of Orpheus.

Energetic and musical, Rushdie's prose is positively mesmerizing when you hear it read aloud. This
panoramic work is framed with the death of rock goddess Vina Aspara. The story of her life and love affair with
musical prodigy Ormus Cama is told by Rai, a photographer who also loved Vina. Rai worships the ground beneath
her feet, even as he ponders the loss of terra firma in modern culture.
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Tuesday, June 14, 2022

Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro - 320 pages

From her place in the store that sells artificial friends, Klara--an artificial friend with outstanding

observational qualities--watches carefully the behavior of those who come in to browse, and of those

who pass in the street outside. She remains hopeful a customer will soon choose her, but

when the possibility emerges that her circumstances may change forever, Klara she is warned not to

invest too much in the promises of humans. In this luminous tale, Klara and the Sun, Nobel Prize

winner Kazuo Ishiguro looks at our rapidly changing modern world through the eyes of an
unforgettable narrator to explore a fundamental question: what does it mean to love?

Tuesday, July 12, 2022

Stay with Me by Ayobami Adebago - 318 pages

A novel about a married Nigerian couple who must grapple with staggering levels of loss and betrayal
in their quest to create a family for themselves.

Yejide and Akin have been married since they met and fell in love at university. Though many
expected Akin to take several wives, he and Yejide have always agreed: Polygamy is not for them. But
four years into their marriage - after consulting fertility doctors and healers, trying strange teas and
unlikely cures - Yejide is still not pregnant. She assumes she still has time - until her family arrives on

her doorstep with a young woman they introduce as Akin's second wife. Furious, shocked, and livid with jealousy,

Yejide knows the only way to save her marriage is to get pregnant. Which, finally, she does - but at a cost far

greater than she could have dared to imagine.

Tuesday, August 9, 2022

Red at the Bone by Jacqueline Woodson - 208 pages

It is the evening of sixteen-year-old Melody's birthday celebration in her grandparent's Brooklyn
brownstone. Watched lovingly by her relatives and friends, escorted by her father to the soundtrack of
Prince, she wears a special, custom-made dress. But the event is not without poignancy. Sixteen years

'\ earlier, that very dress was measured and sewn for a different wearer: Melody's mother, for her own

= sixteenth birthday party and a celebration which ultimately never took place.
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Tuesday, September 13, 2022

The Rose Code by Kate Quinn - 656 pages

Joining the elite Bletchley Park codebreaking team during World War II, three women from very
different walks of life uncover a spy's dangerous agenda years later against the backdrop of the royal
wedding of Elizabeth and Philip.

The hidden history of Bletchley Park has been waiting for a master storyteller like Kate Quinn to bring
it to life. The Rose Code effortlessly evokes the frantic, nervy, exuberant world of the Enigma
codebreakers through the eyes of three extraordinary women who work in tireless secrecy to defeat the Nazis.
Quinn’s meticulous research and impeccable characterization shine through this gripping and beautifully executed
novel.

Tuesday, October 11, 2022

**  Wild Women and the Blues by Denny Bryce - 384 pages

'/' In an award-winning debut novel, a sharecropper's daughter navigates celebrity encounters,

- bootlegging and gangster activities in Jazz Age Chicago before sharing her story with a grieving film
student nearly a century later.

1925: Chicago is the jazz capital of the world, and the Dreamland Café is the ritziest black-and-tan club
in town. Honoree Dalcour, a sharecropper's daughter, is willing to work hard and dance every night
on her way to the top. She's socializing with celebrities, but with the temptations of bootleg whiskey,

gambling, and gangsters a young woman driven by ambition might risk more than she can stand to lose. 2015: Film

student Sawyer Hayes arrives at the bedside of 110-year-old Honoree Dalcour. He has rested all his hope on this
frail but formidable woman, the only living link to the legendary Oscar Micheaux. If she can fill in the blanks in his
research, perhaps he can complete his thesis and begin a new chapter in his life. As Honoree reveals her

past and her secrets, Sawyer fights tooth and nail to keep his.
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Tuesday, November 8, 2022

The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah - 464 pages

Texas, 1921. A time of abundance. The Great War is over, the bounty of the land is plentiful, and
America is on the brink of a new and optimistic era. But for Elsa Wolcott, deemed too old to marry in
a time when marriage is a woman's only option, the future seems bleak. Until the night she meets
Rafe Martinelli and decides to change the direction of her life. With her reputation in ruin, there is
only one respectable choice: marriage to a man she barely knows. By 1934, the world has changed;
millions are out of work and drought has devastated the Great Plains. Farmers are fighting to keep
their land and their livelihoods as crops fail and water dries up and the earth cracks open. Dust storms roll
relentlessly across the plains. Everything on the Martinelli farm is dying, including Elsa's tenuous marriage; each
day is a desperate battle against nature and a fight to keep her children alive. In this uncertain and perilous time,
Elsa - like so many of her neighbors - must make an agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or leave it behind
and go west, to California, in search of a better life for her family.
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Tuesday, December 13, 2022

RN The Midnight Library by Matt Haig - 288 pages
gfistt Heis Between life and death there is a library, and within that library, the shelves go on forever. Every
b book provides a chance to try another life you could have lived. To see how things would be if you
ST te had made other choices... Would you have done anything different, if you had the chance to undo
LIBRARY your regrets?' A dazzling novel about all the choices that go into a life well lived, from the
y .: Wl internationally bestselling author of Reasons to Stay Alive and How To Stop Time. Somewhere out
@ beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains an infinite number of books, each one
the story of another reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you
could have lived if you had made a different choice at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives
might have been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of these other
lives truly be better? In The Midnight Library, Matt Haig's enchanting new novel, Nora Seed finds herself faced with
this decision. Faced with the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a different career, undoing old
breakups, realizing her dreams of becoming a glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels through
the Midnight Library to decide what is truly fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the first place.

Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott - 515 pages

For generations, children around the world have come of age with Louisa May Alcott's March girls:
hardworking eldest sister Meg, headstrong, impulsive Jo, timid Beth, and precocious Amy. With their
father away at war, and their loving mother Marmee working to support the family, the four sisters
have to rely on one another for support as they endure the hardships of wartime and poverty. We
witness the sisters growing up and figuring out what role each wants to play in the world, and, along
the way, join them on countless unforgettable adventures. Readers young and old will fall in love
with this beloved classic, at once a lively portrait of nineteenth-century family life and a feminist novel about young
women defying society's expectations.
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