BOOK CLUB 2020 READING LIST

6:30PM-7:30pm at the Lodi Memorial Library: director@lodi.bccls.org for more info
Tuesday, January 14, 2020
My Husband’s Wife by Jane Corry-384 pages
When young lawyer Lily marries Ed, she’s determined to make a fresh start and leave the secrets of
the past behind. But then she takes on her first murder case and meets Joe, a convicted murderer to
whom Lily is strangely drawn—and for whom she will soon be willing to risk almost anything.
But Lily is not the only one with secrets. Her next-door neighbor Carla may be only nine, but she has
already learned that secrets are powerful things. That they can get her whatever she wants.
When Lily finds Carla on her doorstep twelve years later, a chain of events is set in motion that can
end only one way.

Tuesday, February 11, 2020
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate-352 pages
Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals in which Georgia Tann, director of a
Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over
the country. Lisa Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even
though the paths we take can lead to many places, the heart never forgets where we belong.

Tuesday, March 10, 2020
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng-352 pages
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned – from the layout
of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead.
And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by
the rules.
Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic artist and single mother – who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her
teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more
than tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a
mysterious past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community.
When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that
dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives,
Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and
devastating costs.
Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the ferocious pull of
motherhood – and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert disaster.

Tuesday, April 14, 2020
A Great Reckoning by Louise Penny-400 pages
When an intricate old map is found stuffed into the walls of the bistro in Three Pines, it at first seems
no more than a curiosity. But the closer the villagers look, the stranger it becomes. Given to Armand
Gamache as a gift the first day of his new job, the map eventually leads him to shattering secrets, to an
old friend and older adversary. It leads the former Chief of Homicide for the Sû reté du Qué bec to
places even he is afraid to go but must. There he finds four young cadets in the Sû reté Academy and a
dead professor, and with the body, a copy of the old odd map. Everywhere Gamache turns, he sees
Amelia Choquet, one of the cadets. Tattooed and pierced, guarded and angry, Amelia is more likely to be found on
the other side of a police line-up, and yet she is in the academy, a protégée of the murdered professor. The focus of
the investigation soon turns to Gamache himself and his mysterious relationship with Amelia, and his possible
involvement in the crime. The frantic search for answers takes the investigators back to Three Pines and a stained
glass window with its own horrific secrets.

BOOK CLUB 2020 READING LIST

6:30PM-7:30pm at the Lodi Memorial Library: director@lodi.bccls.org for more info
Tuesday, May 12, 2020

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn-560 pages
Two women—a female spy recruited to the real-life Alice Network in France during World War I and
an unconventional American socialite searching for her cousin in 1947—are brought together in a
mesmerizing story of courage and redemption.
1947. In the chaotic aftermath of World War II, American college girl Charlie St. Clair is pregnant,
unmarried, and on the verge of being thrown out of her very proper family. She's also nursing a
desperate hope that her beloved cousin Rose, who disappeared in Nazi-occupied France during the
war, might still be alive. So when Charlie's parents banish her to Europe to have her "little problem" taken care of,
Charlie breaks free and heads to London, determined to find out what happened to the cousin she loves like a sister.
1915. A year into the Great War, Eve Gardiner burns to join the fight against the Germans and unexpectedly gets
her chance when she's recruited to work as a spy. Sent into enemy-occupied France, she's trained by the
mesmerizing Lili, the "Queen of Spies", who manages a vast network of secret agents right under the enemy's nose.
Thirty years later, haunted by the betrayal that ultimately tore apart the Alice Network, Eve spends her days drunk
and secluded in her crumbling London house, until a young American barges in uttering a name Eve hasn't heard in
decades, and launches them both on a mission to find the truth...no matter where it leads.

Tuesday, June 9, 2020
Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini-368 pages
New York Times bestselling author Jennifer Chiaverini illuminates the extraordinary friendship
between Mary Todd Lincoln and Elizabeth Hobbs Keckley, a former slave who won her freedom by
the skill of her needle, and the friendship of the First Lady by her devotion.
In Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker, novelist Jennifer Chiaverini presents a stunning account of the
friendship that blossomed between Mary Todd Lincoln and her seamstress, Elizabeth “Lizzie”
Keckley, a former slave who gained her professional reputation in Washington, D.C. by outfitting the
city’s elite. Keckley made history by sewing for First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln within the White House, a trusted
witness to many private moments between the President and his wife, two of the most compelling figures in
American history.

Tuesday, July 14, 2020

Radium Girls by Kate Moore-477 pages
As World War I raged across the globe, hundreds of young women toiled away at the radium-dial
factories, where they painted clock faces with a mysterious new substance called radium. Assured by
their bosses that the luminous material was safe, the women themselves shone brightly in the dark,
covered from head to toe with the glowing dust. With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" were
considered the luckiest alive--until they began to fall mysteriously ill. As the fatal poison of the
radium took hold, they found themselves embroiled in one of America's biggest scandals and a
groundbreaking battle for workers' rights. The Radium Girls explores the strength of extraordinary women in the
face of almost impossible circumstances and the astonishing legacy they left behind.

BOOK CLUB 2020 READING LIST

6:30PM-7:30pm at the Lodi Memorial Library: director@lodi.bccls.org for more info
Tuesday, August 11, 2020
The Beach House by Jane Green-352 pages
She's known as the crazy woman who lives in the big old rambling house on the top of a bluff in
Nantucket, but at 65 years old, Nan doesn't care what people think. If her neighbors are away, why
shouldn't she skinny dip in their swimming pools? Her husband died 20 years ago, her beauty has
faded, her family flown, and when she discovers that the money she thought would last forever is
running out and she may lose her beloved house, she knows she has to make drastic changes.
Slowly people start moving in to the house, filling it with noise again, with laughter, and with tears.
There is Daniel, recently divorced and a father of two girls, who is struggling to find out who he really is, and Daff,
the single mother of a truculent teenager who blames her unreservedly for the divorce. As the house comes alive
again, Nan finds her family extending. Her son comes home for the summer, and then an unexpected visitor throws
all their lives upside down.

Tuesday, September 8, 2020
Don’t Let Go by Harlan Coben-368 pages
With unmatched suspense and emotional insight, Harlan Coben explores the big secrets and little lies
that can destroy a relationship, a family, and even a town in this powerful new thriller.
Suburban New Jersey Detective Napoleon "Nap" Dumas hasn't been the same since senior year of high
school, when his twin brother Leo and Leo's girlfriend Diana were found dead on the railroad tracks and Maura, the girl Nap considered the love of his life, broke up with him and disappeared without
explanation. For fifteen years, Nap has been searching, both for Maura and for the real reason behind his brother's
death. And now, it looks as though he may finally find what he's been looking for. When Maura's fingerprints turn
up in the rental car of a suspected murderer, Nap embarks on a quest for answers that only leads to more
questions - about the woman he loved, about the childhood friends he thought he knew, about the abandoned
military base near where he grew up, and mostly about Leo and Diana - whose deaths are darker and far more
sinister than Nap ever dared imagine.

Tuesday, October 13, 2020

Educated by Tara Westover – 334 pages
Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the
mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned peaches and
sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag." In the summer she stewed herbs for her mother, a midwife
and healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard. The family was so isolated from
mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no one
to intervene when one of Tara's older brothers became violent. As a way out, Tara began to educate
herself, learning enough mathematics and grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University. Her quest for
knowledge would transform her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only
then would she wonder if she'd traveled too far, if there was still a way home. With the acute insight that
distinguishes all great writers, Tara Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of
what an education offers: the perspective to see one's life through new eyes, and the will to change it.

BOOK CLUB 2020 READING LIST

6:30PM-7:30pm at the Lodi Memorial Library: director@lodi.bccls.org for more info
Tuesday, November 10, 2020

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens- 384 pages
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina
coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect
Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has
survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in
the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men from
town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable

happens.

Tuesday, December 8, 2020
The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes-390 pages
Set in Depression-era America, a breathtaking story of five extraordinary women and their
remarkable journey through the mountains of Kentucky and beyond. Alice Wright marries handsome
American Bennett Van Cleve hoping to escape her stifling life in England. But small-town Kentucky
quickly proves equally claustrophobic, especially living alongside her overbearing father-in-law. So
when a call goes out for a team of women to deliver books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt's new traveling
library, Alice signs on enthusiastically. The leader, and soon Alice's greatest ally, is Margery, a smarttalking, self-sufficient woman who's never asked a man's permission for anything. They will be joined by three
other singular women who become known as the Horseback Librarians of Kentucky. What happens to them--and
to the men they love--becomes a classic drama of loyalty, justice, humanity and passion. Based on a true story
rooted in America's past, The Giver of Stars is unparalleled in its scope. At times funny, at others heartbreaking.
This is a richly rewarding novel of women's friendship, of true love, and of what happens when we reach beyond
our grasp for the great beyond.

Tuesday, January 12, 2021
And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie-274 pages
"Ten . . ."
Ten strangers are lured to an isolated island mansion off the Devon coast by a mysterious "U. N.
Owen."
"Nine . . ."
At dinner a recorded message accuses each of them in turn of having a guilty secret, and by the end of
the night one of the guests is dead.
"Eight . . ."
Stranded by a violent storm, and haunted by a nursery rhyme counting down one by one . . . as one by one . . . they
begin to die.
"Seven . . ."
Which among them is the killer and will any of them survive?

